
1st Quarter 2021

Greetings and Happy New Year from Hands & Voices and
the FL3 Center,

The year 2020 was not easy for many of us, and so many in
our community have experienced real hardship such as loss
of income, illness, additional stress at home caused by
virtual learning, working from home, and more. Hands &
Voices responded early to the COVID-19 pandemic with the
slogan "We are Community, We Are Family, We are
Strong." Over the last 10 months, we have witnessed family
leaders, DHH adult leaders, and professionals respond and
take action in ways that make this slogan come to life.
Innovation, spirit, collaboration, compassion, and
partnership are just a few words that come to mind when I
reflect on our community and how we collectively work to
support families of children who are deaf or hard of hearing.
This demonstration of commitment, hard work, and passion
has been a shining light as we say goodbye to 2020.

Helen Keller said "Never bend your head. Always hold it
high. Look the world right in the eye." Looking ahead to
2021, the FL3 Center wants to thank each and every one of
you for standing strong with us as we will all get through
this together.

I hope you can take time to read through this edition of the
HQ/FL3 eNews;  we use this as one of our platforms to
share information and resources with all stakeholders. We
will distribute the HQ/FL3 eNews quarterly in the months of
January, April, July, and October; we look forward to sharing
more resources with you.
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In partnership,

Lisa Kovacs, FL3 Center Director
Director of Programs Hands & Voices
 
*This Hands & Voices and FL3 Center quarterly eNews is intended for
a broad audience. Please feel free to disseminate it to others. Our
hope is that Family Based Organizations, Family Leaders, and
professionals will forward it to their distribution lists.

 ASL Certificate Program

Gallaudet University's Professional Studies ASL Certificate
Program offers students opportunities to learn American
Sign Language and Deaf Studies from Deaf educators both
onsite and online.

A 24 credit program provides students with specific and
practical skills useful for parents of children who are DHH
and for individuals who are pursuing careers that use ASL
(excluding becoming an ASL interpreter.) Students will
acquire proper ASL grammar, vocabulary, linguistics,
conversational skills, and will engage with key aspects of
Deaf Studies.

For more information and to apply click here.

The "Hands & Voices Parent App" is designed to provide
daily support to families with deaf and hard of hearing
children. 

The app was designed in collaboration with deaf and hard of
hearing students from National Technical Institute of the
Deaf at Rochester Institute of Technology to provide four key
resources on a day-by-day basis: a quote from a seasoned
parent, a quote from a deaf/hard of hearing adult, an article to
read, and a website/resource to explore.

Upcoming Events
Don't miss these opportunities to

connect and learn with other leaders. 
Registration Required

FL3 Office Hours
Thursday, January 28th, 2021

6 PM - 7 PM MT

"Family Event Planning": Learn about
resources to prepare, implement, and
evaluate events for families.
Audience: Family Leaders and FBOs
Facilitator: Michaela Hamaker, Guide By
Your Side Coordinator, Texas Hands &
Voices
Captioning Provided. Please email
Candace by January 21st if requesting
ASL interpreting or other
accommodations.
Register by Tuesday, January 26th.
Link and passcode will be sent January
27th.

Webinar:
Hosted by Hear to Learn
Friday, January 29, 2021

11:30 AM - 12 PM MT

"Listening and Language Everywhere!"

Presenter: Jeanette Smoot, MS, CCC-
SLP, LSLS Cert AVEd

Most may be surprised by how many
opportunities for listening and language
learning are sprinkled throughout an
ordinary day. Families pursuing the
listening and spoken language approach
and the professionals who serve them are
invited join a discussion of how to
maximize language during meals, play,
chores, music and story time.

For more information and to register:
Click here

Call for Workshop Proposals
Deadline January 27, 2021

2021 Family Voices Leadership
Virtual Event

June 8th,10th, and 15th 
10 AM -3 PM MT

Family Voices is actively seeking

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SZBdGSgXgC9dwv5Jlaf9l7r4BYraY07xZmtOv64k2CszScjEbXa6T9kUnoy7FSo9LguH_ppUZzKuFH4XEVF6mO2ii-hnq9k9CoYJ4Nc2KPqzUr0nhvihkCk4fjUNi-3e7YWX7jzkJ56zD-YAuWgCS0RgPKSCFXTtNTUlhSDxV-tBbkR5V1Mg9iQyjLpE4rLdWlaTx1z9KTNKcJfodvfXNTTmRZBaI9HR3cSKejjLPVFruBdnm8aaFx4y8DEQOVGUHsGDe8O7oJO7_mx5h_K5DDMb_uDicwfL6qO8dDdh8ar_&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SZBdGSgXgC9dl_1vs2WG_p3ktBkZDKyswd5EglpONGLOPMdH-pHKZ-CpHBd8qu6c0KWyATCDBdmiOn2tuOVdEo2EAS7dU-IQ9lrQKEpIZqlQBh09IPUkMgS1Abi-FgzTfpEng5rCK_wFiZwz3kpj26swDW778bUEdFRkm65wfCMy___1oxBaEgpD8iBqeuaP_l1nNUpp3YaQk3wLP98zLEkg4QAdzdfBBd6gGPcobEq3tuFiaLiJMY8=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SZBdGSgXgC9dAEMiTLjgT4_97eE9Js02tnWTnEJhPIPcIhImWDiKi4eVjokQzH0VbJv_pRuQAqm3Wsn0HrDvO9DwhnvemRv0rU-Bhbq-VQqw2vio4vZEwQocRFWk1kdBrgAQF-jDxCA0QKq6emJEv91ZSC4nQmql_awhCf1qp4LuLpWcHPrAnsUTkdayVTD6_1X5y_vdANSD9vlBiP2AXXaQTpiHQAf2I4FW_ByXCBDy&c=&ch=
mailto:Candace@handsandvoices.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SWd0l4rvTIKW3RoUfShhvAyr7er7s1-JFKdM-NZCEG4rvtE0YFTEhJtxSkJawgovHBzz4_Ox3mtzypWe3-zGrSSGezz7v50gD0AkDXZPpROM6GDJ9JQZw01H2nh1ssjduPmF1GWQuwN3rUlUGYiCXfUFBpe57xUEuHcPuiUeoLU99vWZOcOuaMPvuhbyMUm-X-UOSl-Wt43tWfcv72bi_-p7GYnyoFW_I7f82aW3x49BDBfphI9jV6_Z64UO5SJEUP6MKJibS9XP&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SZBdGSgXgC9d7TleTFwPvbdUbi4CXpzteIuFF9MJP_spUam9Xfn2qoHzTDM2AMnKOYnXjtFYM5Q2V3bGbR3mppki8qYfOYrx7qPO2-RGmHJtTGHi-OdEantNy1kzFqaj_Mh4eY-CYy5Lo1oSr6R2Dwp849wf001boXTMGfzhRRgoAhPQ7uxNZFY390n6RKKE8j12-pOotR6NKm32-bFB9QGIihZEPOmJqbznJQa4hD5HY_xMmorW9Ig7ItKuTQOiCMz-dj3HVWEgLAFhH9q4KRVJq340WuGKUA==&c=&ch=


The Hands & Voices Parent App is available to download at
no cost via the Apple Store or Google Play Store.

 

CAVE Checklist
Communication Access in Virtual Education

The CAVE Checklist is intended to be completed by
students age 9 and above who are deaf or hard of hearing. 
The checklist will help to identify possible communication
access issues that may occur during virtual education
situations.

The Hands & Voices "Fostering Joy: A
Reflective Journal" was created for parents/caregivers
of children who are deaf and hard of hearing (DHH) to
capture joyful moments on their parenting journey. By
responding to a series of prompts, families are encouraged
to establish an intentional practice of creating space for
bonding experiences between caregiver and child, having
an impact on the child's social emotional development and
well-being. 

For more information and to order click here.

Other Hands & Voices Products 
Available Here

COVID FL3 Resources
Available

The Impact of Coronavirus on Households
Across America - conducted by the Robert

Wood Johnson Foundation

workshop proposals that address health
equity; supporting families during the
pandemic; telehealth; family and youth
engagement; organizational development;
communication strategies; and impacting
policy.

Click here for more information and to
submit a proposal.

H&V Reads: 
A Leadership Book Club
Friday, March 19th, 2021 

1-2 PM MT

H&V Facilitator: Janet DesGeorges with
guest author Karen Putz

To so many, waking up to the same old
life is a constant reality. It's time to
unwrap the passion within and throw
aside "cautionisms,"
because Unwrapping Your
Passion shakes up the status quo of
aging and redefines the barometer of
living a passionate life. Karen Putz
provides the clues to finding passion and
the necessary steps to take to manifest
the life many so desire. "Unwrapping
Your Passion" is an Author Academy
Award Finalist.

To register, click here.

Observe, Understand & Respond:
the O.U.R. Children's

Safety Project

 Parent Safety Toolkit

We at Hands & Voices wanted to share
the news that parents and professionals
can help our growing kids be safe in the
world. This Parent Safety Toolkit
 shares resources to help parents, kids,
and the community to understand specific

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SZBdGSgXgC9d82mUXuo1tKkKFhffuqnS-sQZeHvrTteDTtzUuJDdrCi5qPjou6IaqdcQs2rROrrQWvqzqwpAav4LhmuTu51K_Lfoyfnvn5GCqHt8aN5y9GhpsM35U7Zc6VH7d0hOXMNfyE8wuPIfG5quJh7iWVFbVbXQwELqb2qojH_U0BkShyH9E_MAhvHUnFDerqzL6ka70lXwCHDAbYkd0_od-H-bBkUXg2zeij-R9mOBHPfvLQCJeFptBpnFdA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SZBdGSgXgC9dHux9KjIV2IrGfNgoIP9KUPN_O3MtVCxKLuQyZ9os16s0q-fju7YesW7cvGrYw67LixgXqfbRPVtH68GLeFLes29_YVzW4rbSV23kOkxwVfksIUYcAlLQ24BQe4vvwNaQWAglak_Sez50A8TxLFKxs2l1JklJ0rUGM7ZIQp2CUIuqvMRNzoQ9VfpTpJQ0kPGoViEJTC7bAj-1CrPbxH6Q36o0mcW1nHeok6yfAw0LC53OwOWnJkT1CJhcta_ZhSO6_5sTNrZ8vi2zl8AeTLh1lH-adLeB5kMqAgG25a8jJOTxnRYdJUrXP795Ostnw4UCGpZh_8C8qIsIJA0vHF_cxdKgKnHmyGoekIgjZV0TLdI1mSsVvHYTaFJacmHq3-6ASTJmGnXtUXY81lvxdI9xOpH4ynAOguBM06sxNZ6W5vYKM5Y7jG9PE-Ly42Ax-TWqqQQt92o2UsPbUaYtZyP_mTH4M1VUmX3sgbcNUZhiGLvZ9MJ1qu6KID5HZEeFJSMKARvahnJTvx0WUJnpR2z7r6xn-ASIpdMeX0Ub04Uc3u66xFvA5g9cQqKlHbhIWd1PXz8OnHIh7KACDtdt0XSLLQyNCKbYWQhWZPwnb6G-CR7iaSK6U-RrL6RkYszpJRwWAA9wxrwZgnvUORn2mxzvko1MvP6QGV65B9DMyqCTdvxOYy9kqiUn_aXF_ghGQon_&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SZBdGSgXgC9dZ78vaeD2V6Oeky7mPcfncoJbmyBjQ7eFe9CDkvPcahAMZW-C0YYCGLTIeliZ8ed1UnzRRyAZrPQtmYg50wG4ZyTou6gYGmfuNinaNRt5KKGaZ2FSmQLKsU7j8d3mNMV97Hd9ve4fXFAK9vzBUAMGVzcO78oD16832LaeTTa17VNvW2-emZTllRnYHbxeiTIKmkaS-sdVBnpej-9UBG7RaGw3o8Qby5pDZKDKmaSzqVMV-I5xVHecJWmalRg6CHdemPMgFd9-U1X2C5ZYlhH4w6xmTNmrL3CIc5oS1Aq8hXzSTGuKSoL_VQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SZBdGSgXgC9dvsgjRfMKNPPWDuTzRsMbgH4KXsUAQ_ZwNIo36i6i1YiMfqg43rNKqv8VJatq4O0sIKC21QaiaVChNE7b7X4kgHwedvXBozFTnqWvqIVgH7IlPxStPQXLccXHWReFHMnhds9TvKCRs8VfTeD4D92CCJZATIeg2TopM06Y8ZoYll5wjhcws1OvLeMTExuky_MSjmH5v6WZjnaGmKESdpNyUHTD7bbkdzhD90xkHDj5gsKYVZ5pYloy2BQJF__00x7aw8HJJRZBX3I=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SZBdGSgXgC9dg1LGcex1wHB6KhDhUYtfLTV93X2-bxkJoeV_R7-nes-xOe6sWydiH5PFqTXqIdmGFYCEIaYR9KqOglqQbXSyRMyG-AjOufIiAkcHMIOPFjb25uf5PgSF5QuPrykIEz9FtICsYlyvpcMHD7v59wSK7BveaK2WqXI8cWkAGQulWhPK6izyUynF_dLMtfs1asWEg-MIhSfBJSL2oZLOf0pjTHk7mHH3tLClDM_44dunhuij1KfSJKJq30uq9mLZuEjKOehZFgIh7-k=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SZBdGSgXgC9dg1LGcex1wHB6KhDhUYtfLTV93X2-bxkJoeV_R7-nes-xOe6sWydiH5PFqTXqIdmGFYCEIaYR9KqOglqQbXSyRMyG-AjOufIiAkcHMIOPFjb25uf5PgSF5QuPrykIEz9FtICsYlyvpcMHD7v59wSK7BveaK2WqXI8cWkAGQulWhPK6izyUynF_dLMtfs1asWEg-MIhSfBJSL2oZLOf0pjTHk7mHH3tLClDM_44dunhuij1KfSJKJq30uq9mLZuEjKOehZFgIh7-k=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SZBdGSgXgC9dF8itakDJ510CCTFeUTpVMjw_n3397pWS9oD17pzFd2zrrYWFdk1h9LE7syRSsFJrvR7OzF_UmFpqPprKhTU60TVrwG3oZ0itx_ZcpICc3n9KJHzFiYUC8NoWv5Z09nn7H_9Z4wT2GkRtg2HZE8N1HVKaf_Jv9sPGTBgmYbEuTsc8Mx2C10wjNQ03leyXTvwZckGeUkE8tfYPhMRDjfGfavvE0EHxMBJ3mFfPm4802AcjKnTekKqEXg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SYwCQARZp5uuyhgJLzCJ61I6QGeAXrWtHU8BB1zqkbOIzR8xWhIVVL3xAm88CURYAJpdnLm2AGqV4pK0pwNNKhwhVb3iBsL23qZL7gIBSIzlt0zOwiLxAbbpNdJbjbvIjm_DpCgShEH7ZVbRgXddTsKGpK7ocAZFb1LlfQaY4KDvwJsUKFvStjA7EgyZhm5Q-ztIzxGSbeSwFwF2hwvN2cMBX0ksmYAD5opmo_kQ8e704R_cvnHamzCVuFb_k6kquekoKR_KalkVWtxzJ-tjC8WENp9XjpPHX-gFbdEL0fjJ&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SZBdGSgXgC9dJNtc3VkOq7WvWJG3030uJUs4X8Zn0PR2SbhhtCUbihmR4RbnvuHWvKey1JFtoKeoz-WQU5WjgRjO_BPXDRc7sG4QPRrcIkYqiw5_tYSIIsMBu0hIUDHqvLDuU2OB65fsVz5Nr2-rwhBTZTxEUouJzac7wUVZfWc_vq5NYaxLhjNMWTMD2qCXca8AVtOfEsc_wzNxLuQjZz4KeWRN8sTfGy8jjaSMn2R3AXz5GK6xKWG3d9wjuzd0bc1h3uYqV4Tj&c=&ch=


"The Impact of Coronavirus" poll series offers a national
look at the problems emerging from the pandemic relating
to household finances, jobs, health care, housing,
transportation, caregiving, and well-being. Researchers
interviewed 3,454 adults age 18 or older across the United
States and the findings are shared in a series of five survey
reports.

For more COVID resources click here.
We are Community.We are Family.We are Strong.

Family Voices webinar will share the work they
have completed for the

 CARES Act Telehealth  for Family Engagement
Grant

January 27th, 2021 1 PM- 2 PM MT
Register here.

The Moog Center for Deaf Education 
Helping Your Child Learn to Talk

Virtual Workshop for Parents of Children Who are Deaf or
Hard of Hearing, ages 2 to 5

Tuesday, June 15 - Friday, June 18, 2021

skills, knowledge and practices that can
keep our kids safe and independent.

Watch this short interview about the
Parent Safety Toolkit.

Captioned in English and Spanish.

Let's Talk LSL

Let's Talk LSL are live small-group chats.
They are a great way to connect virtually
with other families who know what it's like
to have a child who is deaf or hard of
hearing. 

Hearing First will be hosting these chats
regularly so you can connect with Lydia,
Marge, and other community members for
an informative, fun, and candid
conversation about raising a child with
hearing loss! Bring questions and share
thoughts on supporting your child's
listening, language, and literacy
development. 

Contact Marge with any questions.

Thursday, January 28th
12-12:45 PM MST

Register here 

 Hearing First Community Forum

Hearing First provides a platform for
families with children who are deaf and
hard of hearing and who use Listening
and Spoken Language (LSL) to find
advice and tips for everyday LSL
situations and share 'go-to' or new favorite
strategies, insights and discoveries for
other families to use.

Sign up here.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SZBdGSgXgC9dpWSFMnwUu_KOfTVUwnDQnNZtLANXm_ExdOKDbJ1b5WyaUE9hgmHN-gExweCWczI_PTtghIRgPwRUJF32k_8RIfYIhLsiEYvZ6H2MBjjd7sgQYu1PzwIAqUzS97a_-lrEst4lA_SfSbB3IJLL_sMBCazE77uf5s92dpWTHgIjWHdOWzZr8LLXXOJYqNlImKhz4E8JpYUn_rhqAH-c9GNO_J63ECIV1c_WCgBiGOJVohbsnLd5rshU8jFSuZp5_fduunUGchoStSg08Jw6aPzNu91ayEbV6WlNHNb4_w7FBuSWNdTlvhXZtouCFVXbNbvTq7oGaa1n-5D23Pf5jL0tFZKsiqMerH9N&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SR2xkjNIodefC8sknLMWT2qFZaNmWi8phXW_dGR8nuHzeexPkTValb49exFhadXULVnyIGl9MP3JuT5_hMVx5ucywEgXuGUwRnH3_A1GnkgWT0pL8ch9EEb-rMYBgjUBG_vjU6WeKquk8YOf2jq_w8VBAkEByXNEd0WA5jgvK5u1q8YVm_UDk3EpdHN07B3tpqUsGADnfPfdlawDm4MwCltF3rrxN1O56awHAUtovFBHSCTPOzou4VdIjgyBfz6P_A==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SZBdGSgXgC9dKh6DjtcTVZBscAtTeyDNmzgQjdmFGWKpgeJ8TZcFu_nPmeMGUUHCVmn6mtklTjZBpLp9-tQc5w6Qp2Nao2LYOn1XmBv95Qi5w4DmHJgrbd8XWiA-ivWatBa7Na6-lDHAUO5TdDSi5I06dW0sc41J3QHkCO9gSuvXyGZGrAKbofk7Q_SLAsLnz4G1leuqrAG-z_YbJtGsDxcJMgEyj0yw_3Gscyk8UvyEa-8MJSsRT9Vn-wM8W2ZhEXI5wlVmNrsGPznjDSUchtxayFk01Tqa87pa8DhOwcKJ&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SZBdGSgXgC9dKh6DjtcTVZBscAtTeyDNmzgQjdmFGWKpgeJ8TZcFu_nPmeMGUUHCVmn6mtklTjZBpLp9-tQc5w6Qp2Nao2LYOn1XmBv95Qi5w4DmHJgrbd8XWiA-ivWatBa7Na6-lDHAUO5TdDSi5I06dW0sc41J3QHkCO9gSuvXyGZGrAKbofk7Q_SLAsLnz4G1leuqrAG-z_YbJtGsDxcJMgEyj0yw_3Gscyk8UvyEa-8MJSsRT9Vn-wM8W2ZhEXI5wlVmNrsGPznjDSUchtxayFk01Tqa87pa8DhOwcKJ&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SZBdGSgXgC9d1TkabqgpEF0ZTTNflY5zT_uhEsJfYBWRauEWyoSJu2Gs2koksLPHN0rjC6T4WuUJTy8eBcp2C-7u9zqic9oAebD8FivbFeOBP2w-lOtt6TsNb0ko4V1TAtjyBHbJnMkBDajW2REcwHyqhcuSypS1k6lo0JEj8bhisZCrkpi5V-tBb8n4jykPHFFSKUiRqhO3yleiIW2x3Lnzdor2nHdO25wuZSGeNt_eFQoyORqMJJc=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8Sf_yXw9caXOBQ-0c8UdwxfejBV3DjP68D6ZDQujYmOIDq3YyueaPY-kY9-bXDUm8QAAR0WRjQea8FKbaZeJOwjsWthgJ8XxKY6ZrHap_m0lXR2cMiayYOqC6w-L0EdG1sQUvQkzFuiizhIYtUil9sshrOLKEALvchSpA9n_vzfJpyB1_XXuJAnatgVS9lYqXm0Hb-mev4U6jWYYPmHwlWBQi1Mv_WHPvQvrn59I28BNhWE7LAUL2NkE=&c=&ch=
mailto:medwards@hearingfirst.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SZBdGSgXgC9dQIMh8yY2jnuoYIgeWJx2ubVKuXMbYkp5oEFij_ZBCSK_LU3KdQzXv92qGGuvZNWDd2Bzr_9X8rlNk8oiGFPesZiPdg9jhY2bB99xsKr73xj3OVZ07IEfaP9JH-CPMFsyjO2bZgQcbYfPeX2C3KohU8Mk52IKKWLbDT4-5zFN2lfCMKP0JORZLNEcTFXPz2Lcl6976pz0aVBlHR68FKlMqKDp_FNwKPMgx2cWNWnmTI_uy3RdfdkE0LV94iLS_rV2KvLhzuqt2X9YUsPjFi8M0cKWOqemHYPdV4quhuQKQJ-asbZNAceNNEWE6FvO_nNNDYV_QKEhzwqQ8TJafswzLDFxfPsH238Y3sA979m8R7JfElA60xW4hJHfJIhxu-Yv1oYZD3nEkpogLBFCrJBiX81DJgVGoqx7t4pTumnj_sJC2CEEXQYRg7QWK3eD-S7TZl8UYNZaxPM0WkfL4qD0_KIS2_2-Mj84-4pPVJ07O_E3XjUOJFzK8Lqb51rIXs745iRBcPRJGa0hFtIYaZM-C5KvElr_idZjVdKr675ZSD33UQ1Cp1gPGyuSRxdtRtRo&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8Sf_yXw9caXOBQ-0c8UdwxfejBV3DjP68D6ZDQujYmOIDq3YyueaPY-kY9-bXDUm8QAAR0WRjQea8FKbaZeJOwjsWthgJ8XxKY6ZrHap_m0lXR2cMiayYOqC6w-L0EdG1sQUvQkzFuiizhIYtUil9sshrOLKEALvchSpA9n_vzfJpyB1_XXuJAnatgVS9lYqXm0Hb-mev4U6jWYYPmHwlWBQi1Mv_WHPvQvrn59I28BNhWE7LAUL2NkE=&c=&ch=
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                   Demii Wright  

"Can You Hear Me Now"  is a new book written by
9-year-old Demii Wright. 

Demii developed sudden hearing loss in one ear.
At first, she struggled with this new change in her
life-one day she could hear and the next day she
couldn't. Her mother encouraged her to journal her

              Maddison Davis 

Maddison N. Davis, 8 years old, is currently
writing her fourth book. The titles of the first three
are:

"Maddie's World: The First Day of
School"

" Maddie's World: What Students Need
the Most!"

For more information and to register
Click here.

Hands & Voices Events 
Upcoming Events Sponsored by Hands &

Voices Headquarters

Hands & Voices Headquarters provides an innovative
delivery of supports and services including events in
different formats and platforms. All events at Hands &
Voices will facilitate accessibility features as needed/when
requested during the registration process.  Click here for
upcoming events.

 H&V
DeafEd.Net

Website
has been
updated!

Since 2003, DeafEd.Net has been a
resource for education programs serving
students who are D/HH and professionals
searching for positions in Deaf Education
to find one another. Deeply rooted in the
value of deaf educators and committed to
providing a platform for posting open deaf
education positions and resumes of deaf
education job seekers, H & V has
completely overhauled the previous site.
Please share this valuable resource with
families and professionals. 

2 Book Reviews Featuring Young Authors
Demii Wright and Maddison N. Davis

Submitted by Karen Putz

                  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SWYRuV9i9mzxTGpSq9D5SCLsxPas93GRxZ0K_WKbcUGvF98hjdZbbYcebPfTAqtXb-3W5vnFOwfoRvbISLCQAE0cAQfKCYQNkoDURdEU4fKTutSLzg1-5T4fuj0vlR7DZNxmNRkj-VI61ECwrhSohZ1ELJ2Bc3J_Vm1290FNeAFpdNp4LKPPt6vvxSUNv1IA9MenSsRyrbFdr4gYHcW4m0tgpv0JUUAlM5cssJgZEYw_LMsTDUqs2giwup_aDq8KqQugS162Fh-AbqNojico6lUE7Ee3Z4ZJig==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8Sa3HJvStWicA_j3nG7M97TeSGoIiUyVAzJ5ISJ2fJootk_iz_92ZEtLvWeDSuoBdTAYJCmRD3DK5XHwMk0YvzejRtxYupPX9rf9yU9tc5km_4Aa3-kTaUuob-afBveZMxfeuPOioOZoHx0PvJ9WQNX1cFDK5K7z1AShu-BsNWZsB85-wsi2__Pl59Z0e0GdvRTl2KqBCqiRKerw3x9-GmyAjisr-ZsL5rrW0dPr6X_a7kiFl65yz-8dMDgAeodFW6ii5p6_LAqpS&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SZBdGSgXgC9dHTveiKjgMqn_618o6Rc806aKkYW75EZf-mdGUupwCA9jkX4fefP2bwc-rosGcRvx37GO1_pmZ6ULtQaSYSgEUES1-6hPMsjtZ3cf7J9wP_jvOapXwt0z_kHk903IFshVPiC1FfR1QnxWG5yX3ugXPiPU5Su5E7In42VeGOIDtbNIRlp3WjXN22tidAYPUo13RBdVEB6yDMejpFr5yJw8OIsMi9WusByT&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SZBdGSgXgC9dHTveiKjgMqn_618o6Rc806aKkYW75EZf-mdGUupwCA9jkX4fefP2bwc-rosGcRvx37GO1_pmZ6ULtQaSYSgEUES1-6hPMsjtZ3cf7J9wP_jvOapXwt0z_kHk903IFshVPiC1FfR1QnxWG5yX3ugXPiPU5Su5E7In42VeGOIDtbNIRlp3WjXN22tidAYPUo13RBdVEB6yDMejpFr5yJw8OIsMi9WusByT&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SZBdGSgXgC9dHTveiKjgMqn_618o6Rc806aKkYW75EZf-mdGUupwCA9jkX4fefP2bwc-rosGcRvx37GO1_pmZ6ULtQaSYSgEUES1-6hPMsjtZ3cf7J9wP_jvOapXwt0z_kHk903IFshVPiC1FfR1QnxWG5yX3ugXPiPU5Su5E7In42VeGOIDtbNIRlp3WjXN22tidAYPUo13RBdVEB6yDMejpFr5yJw8OIsMi9WusByT&c=&ch=


feelings.

In an interview with Madison365, Demii shared the
motivation for writing her book:

"I just wanted to tell the world and everybody who
has hearing loss, or may have something else,
that it's OK to be different and that you can still do
whatever you want in life. It's important for young
people to know that they aren't alone and that it is
important to follow your dreams, and one day they
will come true."
 
Demii was featured on the local news.
 
Demii's book can be ordered on Amazon

"Maddie's World: I Like Me!"  

The 4th book is "Maddie's World: My Feelings
Matter." This book focuses on processing
feelings of grief during the Covid-19 pandemic.
 
Maddison has a conductive hearing loss. Her
father, Rashaun, serves on the Fostering
Joy committee at Hands & Voices.
 
Her books may be purchased through
her website.  

Follow her on Facebook

EARLY HEARING DETECTION AND INTERVENTION VIRTUAL CONFERENCE
MARCH 2-5, 2021
10 AM-3 PM MT

(VIRTUALLY THE SAME CONFERENCE, WITHOUT ELEVATORS, AIRPLANE TICKETS, OR HOTEL ROOM
KEYS)

 Virtual experience featuring plenary sessions, almost 200 presentations and posters, networking
opportunities, and chances to connect with exhibitors. All presentations/posters will be recorded and
available for viewing for 2 months following. Sixteen optional instructional sessions offered in the
morning. 

Registrations rates have been significantly reduced and additional discounts apply to students and family
members of children who are deaf or hard of hearing. 
 

For complete information click here.

Register here.
 Early-bird registration ends February 12th, 2021

Submitted by Renee Powell - Oklahoma Family Network

 
Community, social interaction, and friendship are crucial for humans. The Covid-19 pandemic interrupted
so many aspects of daily life for so many. In a sense, the ability to connect socially was lost. Silent dinners

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SZBdGSgXgC9d16AEP9x21cJzsCCdT2JvUfRltcf9I0aaecHu4pNkgkUCffSggo8mwIfyyYgkN7NguJl9c_6vne3QgAfQqwU0wFQfIXKWCKO5EAn68IOZhxvwU5Zydwbr0fxCaRRXHPouglQqWyqI6SrslS7_Gl5cfcJXd6O_vJ0_FbDP7ikDrbT_6cqsSg5G9Q196ZIfyLF834ymqs67bBpUxGJ3jznOtR_og1EOjMhysmOq8WlslAwtOEYZG2dFgYGPDGlirwQrUpAOqqU0n7P0CpXA9OaDx4m0PnJg3-own4OSSFEvHji3MdnUA-a4gF0mURAhgmZb_gGHEhInSke1vxgN7Rx8ag==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SZBdGSgXgC9d24qwb7XGcrg7b5pVQuRJUzWLEcxaWBMhjj_E2QFpvcY5fXP1QOQ5G_EJc_o14f4pct3F03QmWCgxGkamrd1WnyC4DKL7pWTioNikvDoRJf0nfuEom-s7LPv-Onp5x0jfk-QD-deXFrFJ07hdvJ-vPRIUCMDR06ZAPcw4SCgalq8=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SctQrBrYPh55FtWrZ9PnspPCp5w6s6Yvd_T5n618c0rgyyL4O44VrguWZvJZRmmY3mtNdniJvP_XYZoMO5qubPguP4_-GsyfntAsgYX1jptZVv6Ti8CySHK7MiNi5SSozANV0qQ9PpHh8GTG6SIBpLC6PPGkGLne5rhDW8OjstqXBRmclDXbMI3An-Ck3xpsYjLliR9enuSOPuAtCLmYk8MN6rxY4e_9wbBv7pXbK_FtrOgZuAvPYa7Uxt-5tA0XQeEy2bZLs4kxcmheRLfY_aAHHiMy8EcipA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SYwCQARZp5uuZlFHUyDNepu3IvSbUTw5BbzhUOjbNkmsd-_kjknRnJGNM3i8Vsf1863P8AD8v2RO95WxX5OaG7G7KaJH1qGGsyE5eXLAGG4MmlMDx8HeIKc1Vxb2FkdcHT4uMDp6or0-APIiBYq7Mss4nlaqaZVtiK0CN9_2yFtXzmHNUa2V9hkuyq6w5GXP6A4XqSNdTfL67Agbjl2cj-jmTqrLvBcic7qh5G7YI95gmndZed8Lry0=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SZBdGSgXgC9dEOmme_SmD3zSbb7-d4jMlL9QqeSwxDW2SZb6J4-iaa2QUK4J_-vNSFy7pdl-AuF2K2MizDejbftI3VOUV29J5R1GxLyCEpYq1qSRuPaIvhaD5iAkhXI6oiOQoHrwOs33&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SeT7b11Cr0_Eh22oVb6tVpuSaAaUm3i9aqi5iw8xCZqap6V78sz0FJmARQV4eiKbV_CFRj7UlLMroirazgsqCl759g7ekHBgEGvmYYey2P3Iw7wk1dCp8MgHWMuBc6ipBa3CQ3BeTeB-g78Us7LDRCCC-FNsvGtZwag6Up461UnYx4RB4EJeKLKqPz49-4g2HNBbpOQE7mN9sTVHKFPXdfEAxQOghG8AYANz0dLbbK99&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SeT7b11Cr0_Eh22oVb6tVpuSaAaUm3i9aqi5iw8xCZqap6V78sz0FJmARQV4eiKbV_CFRj7UlLMroirazgsqCl759g7ekHBgEGvmYYey2P3Iw7wk1dCp8MgHWMuBc6ipBa3CQ3BeTeB-g78Us7LDRCCC-FNsvGtZwag6Up461UnYx4RB4EJeKLKqPz49-4g2HNBbpOQE7mN9sTVHKFPXdfEAxQOghG8AYANz0dLbbK99&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SeIM02gi0kzsPYVpKWWlhyGVzEkHCWijKxBi0IYmd3gIT6PATYiELbI7fp5uJufYVjrIlNYRx6T3X8ljaAkKu6ud3Su2k1C2JsCGJwowVBeuCfQD9UpamuPVz8UM_qQM4MxXRQSuNWqBzzb0RQQZWhdTjx2ECAFMd3MoydTnOouzHQ1QLAfYInDhTbCZxOgQ_63dwivGVihms80cCoCBgJBFYTGo94KoWSSZudGgZ15cvvS3GD0YB_w=&c=&ch=


are a prominent feature in the Deaf Community where people gather and communicate using American
Sign Language (ASL). Like so many other events, silent dinners were either cancelled or in some cases
done over Zoom.

Silent(ish) Zoom meetings were born out of this need for socialization. In August 2020, the Oklahoma
Family Network partnered with the Family and Early Childhood Service at the Oklahoma School for the
Deaf to offer monthly Zoom meetings where people are welcome to communicate using spoken language
and ASL as they are comfortable. The online gatherings start out with brief introductions and move on to
light-hearted ice breaker questions or games that foster vocabulary practice.

The original goal of the Silent(ish) Zoom meetings was to allow families of children with hearing loss who
have chosen to use American Sign Language or Total Communication, a combination of spoken and
signed language, to have an opportunity to practice ASL in a non-judgmental and safe setting. Families
are encouraged to join with any level of ASL expertise allowing new signers to feel welcome.
Initially, these gatherings were directed at parents of children with hearing loss but have expanded to
include grandparents as well as parents of children who are using ASL to communicate in absence of
hearing loss. An individual studying ASL at a local university participated in the October Zoom meeting. In
October, the meeting featured a Halloween themed Bingo game and included both parents as well as
children.

These online gatherings have given families a chance to chat, sign, laugh, and learn. One participant who
has a child with hearing loss commented that "it was the highlight of [her] week." Another parent
commented that "I could really use chat time with adults" and that she "really enjoyed last night." One
parent of child using ASL in absence of hearing loss said that she "had a good time and learned a lot."
Gatherings via Zoom extend beyond boundaries of Oklahoma. Silent(ish) Zoom meetings are promoted
using social media and private Facebook groups as well as via email. A parent of a child with hearing loss
living in Connecticut saw one such post and contacted Oklahoma Family Network inquiring if her parents
living in Oklahoma could participate in the October meeting. Hence, the first grandparents joined the
meeting. After attending, they said that they "had a great time playing Halloween Bingo"! They
"immediately texted their daughter in CT and told her how much fun it was! Our motivation for learning
ASL is even stronger now. Who knew that it could be so much FUN?"

Some of the participating families with children with hearing loss receive services through the Family
Engagement and Early Language Support (FEELS) program through the Oklahoma School for the Deaf.
The FEELS program offers early intervention from birth to age six to families in Oklahoma with children
who have hearing loss. Parent Advisors, trained professionals, assist families with language and
communication goals for their children who are Deaf or Hard of Hearing. They serve as coaches and
provide support in ways to encourage language and literacy development. Interested families may receive
services by filling out the following online referral form.
 
Oklahoma Family Network (OFN) provides emotional support through support groups and by connecting
families with other families. Families receive information and training learning to advocate and lead with
regional coordinators that contact and engage families. OFN strives to provide unbiased support to these
families regardless of the chosen method of communication e.g. spoken English, sign language, or total
communication. Families who would like to talk with another family with a child who has hearing loss may
fill out the online referral form.

How to Submit a Request for FL3 Technical Assistance
Requesting technical assistance from the FL3 team is easy! 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SZBdGSgXgC9dENj6lqaAWtcGMo6_v67dEsXLOsVeukdHZZgPKhs93Kj19uMxuHQa_WbpPMZsQK-Rhb4EEpRIoQgJ4RQgq0HakbTBSmXi-Jz1ymxoWqNmxCnSYoIwvy9FGCMK2wqLz_DsHnxwKERhhS7tKAJqCfia1pQeD0ZJRtXUbbZ0mGPHEatYGgPUOK8gXuFnFbVGqSKIPmpFgU_wbzgyy1nudkP7d2nu6a8JN2w0Lig26rXN1VQzFcb5B3evuw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SZBdGSgXgC9dbSmurtQr8pwk8d-iwh_XHXYNfXfJ7yBP9i0uymj4AFp13lHgkk5KbpP7BQKE8MxmgcDkA5Fc8KL1zXfsRziYkyEVWF5Dr0s_fWeLuvpAs0APymUslRC5UECxszE7xkjrwNgU6xq4yMpzepIWQIHrfB-rJNG0dlQYdKgDFizuUNIM6GRyNQe3AERRMUZTj1RMI4fC5d-lmZi74OrfH37jIjni6UD_TjRQBsMM1LL5koR4B4woPAFkde38MoOYjsWdyqw9q4ueWOo1iYRMhpS6jveKuEUKDi6o&c=&ch=


Click here for the online form.

 Website   Resources   Facebook  Page  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SStaqg3CuAtLMU14PfUYx0LNEGTLDAkcxKjFZQItcvP3h6qZFWSPTUYTuuThLXyceW9VasxJzBTVE1dknm_cir99hDBvVuFLzj5QBwiL-yYYpLDOa6pEtOYDdY96TRrySvwPZh4rpD3-dO-Oh3jAfO1uMUheATER_HwACrhVPXzNDuGMjxaP5gnUPGmlormNLUXJ2mgzhIBgnNGuZ7yHkzKPq1mmEeJFbZrcqpXjtCVP7Zf8Nm1TWuNKqRkbow-Wseciei0gzr-H&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SStaqg3CuAtLMU14PfUYx0LNEGTLDAkcxKjFZQItcvP3h6qZFWSPTUYTuuThLXyceW9VasxJzBTVE1dknm_cir99hDBvVuFLzj5QBwiL-yYYpLDOa6pEtOYDdY96TRrySvwPZh4rpD3-dO-Oh3jAfO1uMUheATER_HwACrhVPXzNDuGMjxaP5gnUPGmlormNLUXJ2mgzhIBgnNGuZ7yHkzKPq1mmEeJFbZrcqpXjtCVP7Zf8Nm1TWuNKqRkbow-Wseciei0gzr-H&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wimG_gs2rkBw5nwPU3BptCc4PFutL_ORyJwLP9bRzS17CiVyzMB8SXAbWE2NHZfGfnsP_IdvbwTes3k_NQtPR5hoUWXwOFGiUH9f9HWBRwlqixBgDDEPGnosWRej4c1r8RxigFriAQIS-DXbSx_Wn8BJbN9qIGBQEBHHKG01TAnZXFKQsDp1JGKF3E6Y1eM_DMncMlPl3nzArR0t3RHCRc-O1Nro8OvkUtC7xuo4tKl_x4g9JbRjXFjBspvctNxNCjYzqsj1rzq5V__BjJaHs0X4M5WUclGX&c=&ch=
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