
FL3 Center at a Glance
“Where love, learning, and language thrive.”

The purpose of the Family Leadership in Language and Learning (FL3) Center 

is to provide technical support to national, state and territory, and 

local Early Hearing Detection and Intervention (EHDI) systems of care in order to 

increase family engagement and leadership, and to strengthen family 

support for families, parents, and caregivers with newborns, infants, and children up 

to 3 years of age who are deaf or hard of hearing (DHH).  

FL3 Center Focus

Family Engagement
“for their own child”

Family Leadership
“in the system”

Family Support
“for one another”

Language, Literacy & Social 
Development Tip Sheets 

Family Activity Plan 

Language Research Summaries 

Developmental Milestones

How to find Family-to-Family and 
DHH Adult-to-Family Support 
Programs 

Virtual Waiting Room 

8 Reasons to Say Yes to EI 

60 Second Leadership Tip Videos 

Leadership Book Club 

FL3 Office Hours 

Resources and Strategies 

Spotlight on Success – Promising 
Practices

Partnership Continuum 

EHDI System Self-Assessment 
Tool 

LEAD Online Curriculum 

Family-to-Family Support /
DHH Adult-to-Family Support 
Guidelines 

Checklist for Program 
Implementation of Unbiased 
Support

A Case for Direct Referrals

Parent Event Guide 

Learning Communities and 
Findings

Family EHDI Data Project 
(FEHDI)

Impact of Family Support and 
Engagement (IFSE)

Training and Education  

Webinars Online Academy Annual Leadership 
Conference

DIVERSE FAMILY
LEADERS: MAKING
PROGRESS AND
SHOWING YOU HOW!

Presented by parent leaders,
Marbelly Barahona and
Lydia Hernandez

WEBINAR
Captioned in English & Spanish 

Online Academy

E m a i l :   f l 3 @ h a n d s a n d v o i c e s . o rg

We b s i t e :   h a n d s a n d v o i c e s . o rg / f l 3 / re q u e s t - t a . h t m l

And Much More*Share these with your Early Intervention providers/parent to parent support providers who have experience with children 
who are deaf or hard of hearing and discuss ideas on how to implement these tips with your child. https://handsandvoices.
org/fl3/topics/tipsheets.html
“This project is supported by the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) under grant 
number UJ1MC30748-01-00 for Family Leadership In Language And Learning for $1,500,00.00 This information or content and conclusions are those of the author 
and should not be construed as the official position or policy of, nor should any endorsements be inferred by HRSA, HHS or the U.S. Government.”

Parent Tip Sheet
Language Syntax & Morphology

Syntax is the development of 
sentence structure meaning 
your child’s first attempts 

at putting two words together. 
Morphology refers to the structure 
and construction of words and the 
rules that determine changes in word 
meaning; it’s knowing plural forms 
and correct use of verb tense.

The emergence of first words 
typically begins around 12 months of 
age.  Syntax  typically begins when 
a child begins to combine words in 
early two word utterances (ex. Daddy 
work) around 18-24 months. 

A child needs approximately 50 
words to begin to combine them 
into short phrases. When children 
begin to learn words, they learn that 
some words refer to objects, some 
to actions and others can be used 
as descriptors (adjectives).  In the 
second year of life, they begin to 
learn pronouns, adverbs, commands, 
present and past tense, suffixes and 
prefixes.

Syntax is one of the more delayed 
aspects of language for children 
who are deaf or hard of hearing, so it 
is important to be aware of ways to 
support these skills.

 9 Introduce words from many different categories: nouns, verbs, 
adjectives, adverbs, prepositions and conjunctions. 

 9 Use the Plus One Rule: add a word to expand the length of your child’s 
utterance to model longer sentences. Also use correct grammar, even 
if it means adding more than one word. E.g., if  your child says ‘blue 
ball” you can say “The blue ball is big.”

 9 Read books with repetition, such as: We’re Going on a Bear Hunt or I 
Went Walking. 

 9 Watch videos of people or objects in action and describe what is happening.
 9 Pay attention to the use of plurals with an “s”, add them whenever 

possible. Point out words that do not use an “s” to be plural (e.g., men, 
children) to understand placement in space. 

 9 Play games with “in” and “on.” To focus on correlation with space.
 9 Highlight differences using “not,” e.g., Mommy’s eating, Daddy is not 

eating. 
 9 Talk about he, she, it and they.  E.g., He has the ball; Tom has the ball. 

She jumps; Mary jumps. 
 9 Begin to use contractions at the appropriate stage.  E.g., he isn’t 

coming with us.
 9 Play games with regular and irregular past tense forms (at the 

appropriate stage).   E.g., he jumped, she ate. 
 9 Emphasize the use of “a”, “the” and “an” when developmentally ready. 

Hands & Voices

Transforming a Community for all 
Families with Children who are 

Deaf/Hard of Hearing

H a n d s  &  Vo i c e s  H e a d q u a r t e r s
P O  B o x  3 0 9 3 
B o u l d e r  C O   8 0 3 0 7 
3 0 3 - 4 9 2 - 6 2 8 3

Family Leadership In 
Language & Learning (FL3)

Advancing Diversity, 
Equity, Inclusion 

& Accessibility 
Guidelines

f l 3 @ h a n d s a n d v o i c e s . o r g w w w . h a n d s a n d v o i c e s . o r gP h #   3 0 3 - 4 9 2 - 6 2 8 3

Hands & Voices

Family-to-Family Support Program 
Guidelines for Addressing the Needs 

of Families who Have Children who are 
Deaf/Hard of Hearing (D/HH)

H a n d s  &  Vo i c e s  H e a d q u a r t e r s
P O  B o x  3 0 9 3 
B o u l d e r  C O   8 0 3 0 7 
3 0 3 - 4 9 2 - 6 2 8 3

Family Leadership In 
Language & Learning (FL3)

Family-to-Family 
Support

f l 3 @ h a n d s a n d v o i c e s . o r g w w w . h a n d s a n d v o i c e s . o r gP h #   3 0 3 - 4 9 2 - 6 2 8 3


