
Welcome to today’s webinar 

To ensure you have the best experience joining this webinar and to 

have full functionality: 

• Make sure all other applications are closed on your device and only ZOOM is open 

(this includes email, Google, etc.).

• Use a laptop or computer for best access. Phones and tablets will limit your access to 

only the presenter and the PowerPoint. 

• Attendees’ cameras and microphones will be disabled during the webinar.

• Interpreters will be spotlighted. 

• Captioning will be provided: 

• Click on “Show Captions” for Zoom auto captions or select the link provided in 

the chat for captioning provided through a live captioner. 

• Chat function will be limited to chatting only with the Host/Cohost(s), not the 

presenter or other attendees for this webinar.

• A Q&A option can be found at the bottom of your screen. This allows you to type in 

any questions you have throughout the presentation. We will be facilitating questions 

for the presenter at the conclusion of the presentation.

NOTE: If you have any challenges with ZOOM or access during the event, please use 

the Chat function to notify the Host/Co-host(s). 
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Learning Objectives

• What is the Role of ADVOCACY in an IEP Meeting?

• General IEP Meeting Tips

• Federal laws and State regulations which apply to Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing Children in Public Schools

• Advocacy Strategies to Address Deaf+ Specific IEP Meeting Challenges



A little about me…

• Hard of Hearing Adult

• Parent of three children, including Deaf+

• Military Spouse of 15 years

• Special Education Advocate/Consultant

• Current CA Hands & Voices Board Member

• Founding CA ASTra Advocate/Trainer

• Deaf Steering Committee Advisory Board

• Juris Master from LU School of Law

• Special Education Advocacy Certificate, USD School of Law



The Role of Advocacy in the IEP Meeting 

• What ADVOCACY is…
• Preparation and effective communication

• Accurately representing the needs of the Deaf+ Individual using objective and 
measurable data whenever possible

• Taking a person-centered approach when developing an IEP that will support the 
student both now and with their future employment, higher education, and 
independent living goals

• What ADVOCACY is NOT…
• Arguing for a particular outcome/service that may be contradictory to the evidence or 

to the person-centered approach

• Being led by “emotions” more than “the facts”



Know Your Procedural Safeguards [IDEA Sec. 300.504]

• Preparation begins with knowing your rights!

• Some details may vary by state 

• Generally outlines the rights of 
parents/guardians/educational rights holders
• Ex: Independent Educational Evaluations
• Ex: Access to Education Records
• Ex: Parental Consent

• The role and responsibilities of the Local 
Educational Agency (LEA) 
• Ex: Prior Written Notice
• Ex: Resolving disputes and Due Process

SOURCE: U.S. Dept of Education



Laws and 
Regulations 
for Deaf+ 
Students

Americans 
with 

Disabilities 
Act

State 
Educational 

Code

Section 504

Rehabilitation 
Act

IDEA



Effective Communication Equals Effective Advocacy…
• Request any required accommodations in advance and confirm

• Request a copy of work samples/data; reports; a draft copy of the IEP; 
emphasize “Meaningful Participation”

• Provide a written copy/email of parental concerns or a meeting agenda

• Eat before you arrive, arrive early, bring water, tissues, etc. 

• Be prepared to take notes, audio recorder (check state law) 

• Provide copies of letters, reports, medical orders, etc. 

• Include your child’s input whenever possible or send an “About Me”



*Virtual IEP Meeting Tips

• Do a technology check at least one hour beforehand if you can…
• Do you need to download any applications?

• Software or App updates?

• Check your Wi-Fi connection

• Is your device charged?

• Do you have working audio/microphone/camera 

• Ensure the meeting is accessible for all participants 

• It’s best if all participants to participate online and on different devices 
whenever possible for optimal auditory and visual access



Prepared; Person-Centered; Effective Communication



Advocacy Strategies…IEP Meeting Basics

• Seek to understand the input of others…avoid misunderstandings later

• Who is required to be at the meeting? 

• Know the names and roles of every individual in the room/meeting

• Take a break if you need one

• Meetings may be stopped and re-convened at anytime

• Follow up in writing with any formal requests made during the meeting

• You are an equal member of the IEP team and should be treated as such



Advocacy Strategies…Educational Needs

• Input from your child should always be included whenever possible

• Monitor data and progress on goals throughout the year

• Present levels of performance/concerns should be updated for meetings

• Goals should be 1) easily understood 2) addressing an area of need 3) 
measurable 

• Accommodations, Services, and Placements should be clearly defined 

• Roles and expectations of supports like interpreters, aides, and nurses 
should be defined in writing



• What is ”Effective Communication” for your child? Who decides?

• Take the Creative Approach

• Expressive and Receptive Language Needs Do Not Need to Match

• AAC Device, HAT, ASL Interpretation, CART

• ASL Interpreters + Deaf Interpreters + Signing Aides + what’s the difference?

• What is the most Language Rich Environment? 

Advocacy Strategies…Communication Needs

SOURCE: Dept of Justice: ADA Effective Communication &
Dept of Education: Deaf Students Education Services

[OCR-000012]



Advocacy Strategies…Medical Support for Deaf+

• What level of medical training and intervention is required to keep your child 
safely at school?

• Who is qualified to implement doctor orders, administer medications, monitor 
your child?

• How can these needs be supported in the Least Restrictive Environment and 
the Language Rich Environment?

• Non-public agencies, private duty nurses, or cross-train school multiple 
personnel to meet staffing requirements



ASTra 
Advocate

Training, Manual

Prior 
Written 
Notice

Request Records

File 
Complaint 

or Due 
Process

Hire Advocate or Attorney



The most effective 
advocate for your 

child is YOU!



Your Turn… 
Please type your questions in the Q&A box 



Thank you! 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/webinar5_08-27-24 

The slide deck and recording of this webinar will be made available soon and found:  
https://handsandvoices.org/astra/webinars/ 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/webinar5_08-27-24
https://handsandvoices.org/astra/webinars/
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