
Welcome to today’s webinar 

To ensure you have the best experience joining this webinar and to 

have full functionality: 

• Make sure all other applications are closed on your device and only ZOOM is open 

(this includes email, Google, etc.).

• Use a laptop or computer for best access. Phones and tablets will limit your access to 

only the presenter and the PowerPoint. 

• Attendees’ cameras and microphones will be disabled during the webinar.

• Interpreters will be spotlighted. 

• Captioning will be provided: 

• Click on “Show Captions” for Zoom auto captions or select the link provided in 

the chat for captioning provided through a live captioner. 

• Chat function will be limited to chatting only with the Host/Cohost(s), not the 

presenter or other attendees for this webinar.

• A Q&A option can be found at the bottom of your screen. This allows you to type in 

any questions you have throughout the presentation. We will be facilitating questions 

for the presenter at the conclusion of the presentation.

NOTE: If you have any challenges with ZOOM or access during the event, please use 

the Chat function to notify the Host/Co-host(s). 
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TODAY WE WILL 
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➢ Consider how assessments can become tools to reflect on the past, 
document the present, and plan for the future

➢ Consider a variety of assessments that might be applicable to DHH 
learners with diverse learning profiles

➢ Explore the role of the caregivers in assessment administration, 
interpretation and application to educational programming
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How do you feel about assessments?
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At the end of our time today, I would like you to 

➢ KNOW – the roles that parents/caregivers and professionals play in the 
assessment process

➢ FEEL – empowered to engage in a conversation about assessments and 
progress

➢ DO – review reports, engage in a conversation with your team
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Documentation of Past Performance
A point of comparison

Standard scores and performance levels
Anecdotal records, observation of behaviors

PAST

Goals & Connection to Intervention
What do we need to work on next?

What is the rate of progress?
Is intervention effective / optimal?

FUTURE

Current level of Functioning
What can and cannot the child do now?

In what setting?
Under what conditions?

PRESENT
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Standardized Assessment

➢ Standardized questions and expected answers

➢ Standardized scoring system and interpretation

➢ Standardized for age and language

➢ Two types

➢ Norm-Referenced - comparing to others of the same age, grade, and/or 
gender

➢ Criterion-Referenced - comparing to a skill list

   HARD DATA - standard scores, age equivalences, percentiles.
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Norm-Referenced Assessments

➢ Vocabulary

➢ Receptive & Expressive One-Word 
Picture Vocabulary Test (ROWPVT & 
EOWPVT)

➢ Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test & 
Expressive Vocabulary Test (PPVT & EVT)

➢ Connected Language

➢ Preschool Language Scale (PLS)

➢ Clinical Evaluation of Language 
Fundamentals (CELF-P and CELF)

➢ Comprehensive Assessment of Spoken 
Language (CASL)

➢ Literacy & Academics

➢ Woodcock Reading Mastery Test 
(WRMT)

➢ Woodcock Johnson Test of Achievement 
(WJTA)

➢ School chosen standardized assessment

➢ Speech

➢ Goldman-Fristoe Test of Articulation 
(GFTA)

➢ Audition

➢ Test of Auditory Perception (TAPS)
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What story is the assessment telling you?

AJ Receptive 
Vocabulary

Expressive 
Vocabulary

Connected 
Language

Literacy

4 years 90 89 84 91

5 years 93 95 85 86

6 years 90 90 90 91

Remember, 85-100 is low average, 100-115 is high average
Below 85 is below average, and above 115 is superior

• What should we 
celebrate?

• What is going well?

• What needs to 
change?

• What are the 
intervention 
needs?
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Criterion-Referenced Assessments

➢ Connected Language

➢ Cottage Acquisition Scales for Listening, Language, & Speech (CASLLS)

➢ Teacher Assessment of Spoken Language (TASL)

➢ Teacher Assessment of Grammatic Structures (TAGS)

➢ Literacy development checklists (e.g. Reading Rockets, Sunshine Cottage)

➢ Auditory skills development checklists (e.g. FLI-P)

➢ Developmental milestone checklists (e.g. ISD, Hearing First)
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Non-Standardized Assessments

➢ Free-form assessments made by teacher

➢ Unit test

➢ Vocabulary assessment

➢ Worksheets

➢ Student work samples

➢ Observations and anecdotal records

SOFT DATA - more about the quality and achievement in specific areas
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Vocabulary Trackers

➢ Vocabulary is a predictor for language outcomes and later reading 
achievement. Tracking vocabulary is important, but not always possible 
through standardized assessments.

➢ McArthur-Bates Communication Development Inventory is a commonly 
used vocabulary tracker. Some languages have validated vocabulary or 
word lists. But when that is not available, try this
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Vocabulary Tracker

➢ Applicable to various ages and languages

➢ Led by families, rooted in culturally relevant vocabulary
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Parent as the Expert and a Partner

➢ About 18 months ago - “It takes my son 27 days to 
learn new words.”

➢ About 3 months ago, when we started focusing on 
tracking second language development - “It takes him 
about 4-6 days to learn the English word for a word he 
knows in Hindi.”

➢ I, the professional cannot plan intervention without 
this insightful, informative data from the parent. The 
parent IS the expert on the child.
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Language Sample

➢ We want information about FUNCTIONAL language use.

➢ Language samples tell us about - word knowledge, world knowledge, and 
language organization (and speech)

➢ This is about more than just MLU, and language scores.

➢ This is also about what language the child is using, what is emerging, 
missing, and what might be incorrect.

➢ Applicable to various ages, stages, languages, and abilities.
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Language Sample

➢ Traditional language sample protocol (resource – ASHA)

➢ 50-100 utterances of spontaneously used language

➢ Modified LT protocol with documentation of caregiver utterances
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Assessment as Part of Parent Coaching
Mother’s Utterance Child’s Utterances Mother’s Comments / Analysis

अच्छा अब तुम मझु ेबताओ स्टोरी में जैसे 
वििान था उसने अपनी मम्मी को खुश करने 
के लिए ककतना कुछ ककया| अगर मैं बीमार 
पड़ गई [] की मम्मी बीमार पड़ गई, तो तुम 
मेरे लिए गार्डन में जाकर क्या करोगे क्या 
िाओगे?
[TRANSLATION] Now you tell 
me, like Vivaan was in the 
story, he did so much to 
make his mother happy. 
What if I fell ill, if [name]’s 
mother fell ill, what will you 
do for me, what will you 
bring for me? 

मैं गार्डन में अपनी बाजी के साथ साथ 
जाऊंगा और मैंगो दिख रहा था ना मैं उनके 
शोल्र्र के ऊपर चढ ंगा| मैं mango तोर् गंा और 
किर मैं मांगो िाऊँगा बहुत सारे मांगो होंगे 
और किर मैं घर पर िेकर आऊंगा|
[TRANSLATION] I will go to 
the garden with my sister 
and I saw mangoes in the 
garden. I will climb on my 
sister's shoulder, I will pluck 
them and then I will take all 
the mangoes. There will be a 
lot of mangoes and then I will 
bring them home.

• Improvement in use of tenses 
observed. Uses the future 
tenses more appropriately. 

• Number of words in sentence 
has increased. 

• Need to work more tier 2 
vocabulary. 

• Need to work on more 
conjunctions and pronouns. 

• Also still seeing 
inconsistencies in gender 
markers

Courtesy of Neera Lalwani, AURED, Mumbai 
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Parent as the Expert and a Partner

“मुझे बहुत खुशी है कक मैं उन गोि को पहचान सकी जो मुझे िगता है कक मेरे बेटे के लिए इंपॉटेंट हैं। मुझे 
पता है मुझे क्या करना है. मैं चाहती ह ं कक मेरा बेटा भी हमारी तरह भाषा बोिे। मैं प री कोलशश करती ह ं कक 
उसकी बहने भी गोि को समझे। हम सब जो गोि डर्साइर् ककया है उसे पर काम करते हैं। मैं बहुत कॉन्फिर्ेंट 
िीि कर रही ह ं. मुझे िगता है कक मैं ध्यान से सुनती ह ं अब। मुझे उससे सभी होलशयारी िािे क्िेश्चन प छना 
अच्छा िगता है।”

[TRANSLATED] “I am so glad I can recognize the goals I think are important to 
my son. I know what I need to do. I want my son to be using language like us. I 
make sure everyone in the family understands that. We are all on the same 
page about the goals set. I feel more confident. I think I am becoming a better 
listener. I enjoy asking him all those clever questions.”

Courtesy of Neera Lalwani, AURED, Mumbai 
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Language Sample

➢ Hadley protocol for narrative and expository text (1998)

➢ 12 minute assessment (3 blocks of 4 minutes)

➢ *You could also use SALT, SUGAR, CASSLS if using with English or Spanish 
speakers
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Analysis of Hadley Protocol

JANUARY 2023

➢ CAN DO 
➢ simple to complex sentences

➢ tier 1 vocabulary

➢ use of correct tense

➢ NEEDS TO WORK ON
➢ sequence of events 

➢ story elements

➢ taking into account what the listener 
might know (ToM)

➢ Use of Tier 2 vocabulary

DECEMBER 2023

➢ CAN DO 
➢ sequence of events – improved

➢ story elements – present

➢ taking into account what the listener 
might know (ToM) – improved

➢ Use of Tier 2 vocabulary -increased

➢ NEEDS TO WORK ON
➢ sequence of events

➢ gender-verb agreement

➢ figurative language

Courtesy of Shahida Mogar, Mumbai 
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Helping children achieve their 
full potential, helping families 
achieve their desired 
outcomes is the work that we 
do. 

And assessments are an 
integral tool to engage in that 
work, work that is done in 
partnership with families and 
other professionals.
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TODAY WE HAVE CONSIDERED 
➢ Assessments are tools to reflect on the past, document 

the present, and plan for the future.

➢ A combination of standardized and non-standardized, 
professional-led and parent-led assessments provide 
important information about DHH learners with diverse 
learning profiles.

➢ Parents, caregivers are experts on their child. They can 
become partners in assessment.
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Co-Founder & Director

Listening Together

Uma.Soman@listeningtogether.com 

Assistant Professor

Fontbonne University

usoman@Fontbonne.edu 

THANKS TO ALL OF MY FAMILIES & COLLEAGUES!

mailto:Uma.Soman@listeningtogether.com
mailto:usoman@Fontbonne.edu


Your Turn… 
Please type your questions in the Q&A box 



Thank you! 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ASTraWebinar7 

The slide deck and recording of this webinar will be made available soon and found:  
https://handsandvoices.org/astra/webinars/ 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ASTraWebinar7
https://handsandvoices.org/astra/webinars/
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