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Webinar Communication

Use the Chat Box at the boftom of
your screen to make a comment or
ask a question.

BOROGNT pBAUEE

We will pause periodically to allow
ASL users and those joining by phone
to comment or ask questions.

CA H&V Webinar - OUR Children Project - Johnson & Kennedy



Purpose of Family Webinars

Sharing knowledge o
e increase well-being and
confidence in parents
e cnsure family involvement ’

& leadership "\
for families supporting a
child who is deaf/hard of
hearing or deafblind.
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References: = }
e Parent-child relationships and family well-being are both powerful predictors of
children’s long-term development, learning, social experiences, health, and well-
being (National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, 2016)
e When parents are engaged with their children’s learning, children are more likely
to have better outcomes (Van Voorhis, Maier, Epstein, & Lloyd, 2013).
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A Who is aitending today?




What is the O.U.R. Projeci?

o The Observe, Understand & Respond (O.U.R.)
Children’s Safety Project is a nationwide effort that
began in 2009 1o enhance the safety and success
of children who are deaf/hard of hearing (d/hh).

’ X
o The Project carries out tfraining and develops : @
marterial to increase awareness, establish

understanding, and implement programs to
prevent, ond%vhen negesscry re%pc?nd, to HANDS&

INstances of maltreatment as experienced b b
children who are d/hh > Y VOICES

- Key resources: See the O.U.R. Children Project
e Brief video description
e Parent focused resources
e Professional focused resources )
e all at the HONds & Voices website
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http://www.handsandvoices.org/resources/OUR/index.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tIT44UhQ9Bo&feature=youtu.be
http://www.handsandvoices.org/resources/OUR/index.htm
http://www.deafed.net/Knowledge/PageText.asp?hdnPageId=228
http://www.handsandvoices.org/

Why “People Safety?*”

@ mportant for kids and adults of all ages

@ Children between the ages of 6-11
experience a leap of independence
from their parents.

o |Inferacting with new adults, children, &
friends;

- Learning in new setfings, e.g., classrooms,
lunchrooms, playgrounds, field trips, clubs,
sports, & sCoufs;

o Use of buses, carpools and
friends/neighbors to transport children
to/from school and activities;

*Note: the term “"People Safety” is a term used by Kidpower to characterize their
efforts to enhance the safety and success of both children and aduls.
CA H&V Webinar - OUR Children Project - Johnson & Kennedy 6



https://www.kidpower.org/

A Widening Circle

@First sleepovers at friends’ houses,

. ) 11
QLTI e cprgesn L PRI SUpENSON

their bodies as they approach

oy Kosvegin owsene | Coneh il New Adul § Stuions

Internet via video games, schoo
sites, exposure to parent social
media

Note: The term “People Safety” is used by Kidpower to characterize their efforts to
enhance the safety and success of both children and adults.
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https://www.kidpower.org/

During time away from parents, parents worry
that their children are “Okay” - did they “have o
good day”... “how was the field trip?g”

@® How do these conversations usually goe

“Hey, how are you doing?” “Good.”
“How was school today?” “Fine.”

“‘What did you learn?” “Nothing.”
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e Conversations on topics that are confusing,
scary or uncomfortable are particularly difficult
for parents and children.

o This Is especially so concerning conversations
about physical, sexual and emotional abuse.
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® 'Pcople Safety” is at the heart of such
conversations.

CA H&V Webinar - OUR Children Project - Johnson & Kennedy
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@ 'People Safety” conversations are designed to
keep children safe and to help them
understand what to do if they do not feel safe,
l.e., If they have experienced something that
scary, confusing, or hurtful.

CA H&V Webinar - OUR Children Project - Johnson & Kennedy
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Why now, i.e., why is the topic of
“People Safety” so important?

@ The reality is that we do nof live in a “perfect
world.”

® Children, especially those with excepftionalities,
experience abuse at staggering rate.

@EXxisting research indicates that 1 in 4 children with
exceptionalities will experience one, or more, forms
of abuse between birth and 18 years of age.
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e Children with behavioral, communication and
significant physical limitations experience the
highest rates of abuse.

e These experiences often damage children’s
physical health, thinking, learning, language,
behavior and achievement.

CA H&V Webinar - OUR Children Project - Johnson & Kennedy 13



@ CDC Adverse Childhood Experience (ACE)
studies indicate that frauma caused by child
abuse can have significant, life long
CoNnsequUEeNCEes.

Early Adversity has Lasting Impacts

~ Adverse
Childhood
, Experiences /
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https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/childabuseandneglect/acestudy/aboutace.html

®The time is now!

® We must talk with our children, the adults and
older children that interact with them about
“People Safety.”

® We must work to prevent, recognize, report
and respond to child neglect and abuse so
that our children have the best possible chance
of realizing their full potential.

CA H&V Webinar - OUR Children Project - Johnson & Kennedy 15



Why are our kids at such risk?

@ Caregiver Based Risk Factors

o Lack of understanding of children’s
needs, development and appropriate
parenting skills;

e Impact: Do not know what to expect/how to

respond to child’'s developmental progression
of needs.

o Personal history of child abuse/neglect;

e Impact: Treat their children as they were
treated; more about this coming...

o Substance abuse and/or mental health
issues including depression in the family;

e Impact: Unable to provide their children
needed care.

CA H&V Webinar - OUR Children Project - Johnson & Kennedy 16



@ Caregiver Based Risk Factors (cont.)
- Nonbiological, tfransient caregivers in the home (e.g.,

mother’'s male partner);

e Impact: Increased exposure to adults who are not
biologically or emotionally connected with the children.

o Social isolation:

e Impact: Parents lack of a peer support system to cope with
day-to-demands and stresses.

o Family disorganization, dissolution, and violence,
Including infimate partner violence;

e Impact: Children withess and internalize emotional and
physical frauma.

CA H&V Webinar - OUR Children Project - Johnson & Kennedy 17



@ Caregiver Based Risk Factors (cont.)

o Insufficient resources to provide consistent housing,
food, clothing, medical care and education; and

e Impact: Children experience homelessness, hunger, poor
health and inconsistent education.

o Insufficient coping strategies and support system to
meet the day-to-day needs of their children.

e Impact: Caregivers lack needed knowledge and skills o
care for and respond to the needs of their children.

CA H&V Webinar - OUR Children Project - Johnson & Kennedy
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Think back over that list...

How many risk factors can be reduced through
parent to parent support and connections in the
community¢

19



Child-Based Risk Factors

e Can demonstrate behavior & communication

that is poorly understood and under-valued by
others;

e mpact: Children are not understood or believed.

e Do not know they have the right to say “No!”
and what to do if that right is not respected;

e mpact: Children are overly compliant to demands they
often do not understand.

e Do not understand what constitutes abuse;

e Impact: Children experience abuse/neglect as
normal/happening to others.

CA H&V Webinar - OUR Children Project - Johnson & Kennedy
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@ Child Based Risk Factors (cont.)

e Are often socially isolated and
lonely with few age appropriate friends;
e mpact: Children seek, or accept attention

form almost anyone for any reason, even if the aftention is
confusing and hurtful.

e Offen lack the language and communication skills needed
to effectively share their feelings, describe their day-to-day
experiences, or persist in getting adult help if their safety is in
danger;

e mpact: Children do not know how to share that they have been
abused, i.e., who or how to ask for help.

CA H&V Webinar - OUR Children Project - Johnson & Kennedy 21



Child Based Risk Factors (cont.)

e Do not understand how/why their body is
chqng?lng during puberty, or their own emerging
sexualit

e Impact: Children do not know how to respond to
changes in their bodies or desires making them easy to
manipulate, confuse and abuse.

e DO noft recogmze or kKnow how to protect
themselves in “risky situations.”

e Impact: Children can be lured into unsafe
face-to-face, cell phone and online interactions.

e Are not recognized to be at higherrisk for

neglect and/or abuse.

e Impact: The “illusion of safety” works against kids. As @
result, cTJbuse is more frequent, last longer and has more
impact.

CA H&V Webinar - OUR Children Project - Johnson & Kennedy
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Who are our kids at most risk with?

® Who do you think causes our kids to be at most
risk’e

CA H&V Webinar - OUR Children Project - Johnson & Kennedy
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@ Child abuse is most often carried out by adults,
and older children, who have the greatest
access to, and control, over a child.

® Therefore caregivers, older siblings and
Individuals known by and frusted by the family
(i.e., domestic partners, relatives, neighbors,
older children, teachers, church officials, etc.),
vs. stfrangers, are the most common (88-92%)

perpetrators of child abuse.

CA H&V Webinar - OUR Children Project - Johnson & Kennedy 24



@ People Safety” conversations are designed to
reduce the risks by providing parents, children
and the professional they work with the
knowledge, skills and resources needed o
prevent, recognize and respond o the
traumatic experiences of abuse.

CA H&V Webinar - OUR Children Project - Johnson & Kennedy 25



How can you talk with your child about
“People Safety?”

Welcome back Harold Johnson - Logout

o % ar ol g
L4 ,
-
. &S DE BY YOUR SIDE
GUIDE = 2 ies the mission of Fards B Vcices ™, which @ to provide unbiased susport
voem SIne A > families with chidrer who are deaf or b

o Frequent one-on-one
conversations, supported by: e
e boOKs, : : o
e videos,
e role play, and Link... —_—
e personal stories

provide parents the essential context
needed to enhance the safety and
success of their children.
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http://www.deafed.net/Knowledge/PageText.asp?hdnPageId=231

@®Daily “Check In" - A #1
Protective Factor

1. Children’s safety is enhanced when
they can effectively share what —
happened to them on a day-fo-day  2kdpewer = o oo
basis.

Promise

1. Parents can their child to describe,
draw, or act out the “*good"” and "not- Prection Fuoties whth e Kigh and scult T youk W
so-good” thing that happened to -
them while they were away from
home.

Link...

1. Reassure your child of your love, your
belief in them and reassure them that
you Will love and protect them no

matter what.
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https://www.kidpower.org/library/kidpower-protection-promise/

® Label and Use Words for Emotions:

1. Children’s safety is enhanced when they have
language to describe how they feel, e.g., happy,
sad, angry, sleepy, scared, surprised, hungry, etc.

1. Parents can use texts, videos and role play fo start
a conversation with their child about emotions,
then link the emotions a child experiences with the
language needed fo express the emotion.

CA H&V Webinar - OUR Children Project - Johnson & Kennedy 28


https://www.amazon.com/Alex-Scary-Things-Experienced-Something/dp/1849057931/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1NUG802E95B48&keywords=alex+and+the+scary+things&qid=1563807472&s=books&sprefix=alex+and+the+scary+%2Caps%2C146&sr=1-1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZJAEkDXtyQQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OwEqmxRTrH4

@JSccrets vs. Surprises: An Important
Safety Rule

1. Children’s safety is enhanced when they
learn to keep surprises and not secrets.

e Kidsmaritz: Surprises vs. Secrets

¢ "“Surprises make people happy, they are short tfermed
and knowing them doesn't make you uncomfortable.”

e “Secrets are meant to exclude others, offen because
the information would cause others 1o be angry or
upset.”

e Individuals who abuse children “groom” them
to keep secrets.

e Establish a family rule: “surprises” NOT “secrets.”
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https://www.kidsmartz.org/
https://www.kidsmartz.org/~/media/KidSmartz/ResourceDocuments/Grades_3_5_Surprises_vs_Secrets_EN.pdf

@®35aying No/Setting and Keeping
Boundaries:

1. Children’s safety is enhanced by
learning when, how and why they can
make a choice and what to do if that
choice is hot respected.

1. Choices indicate preferences and set
personal boundaries.

1. Personal boundaries help keep
children safe by feaching them they
should not be forced, or coerced, Into
doing something they feel is wrong or
uncomfortable.
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https://www.amazon.com/Safe-Touch-Teasing-Play-boundaries-ebook/dp/B01CQBK1BI/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=be+safe+with+touch%2C+teasing%2C+and+play&qid=1563816669&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.kidpower.org/books/one-strong-move/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YKAr_J939dE

® Making & Keeping Age
Appropriate Friends:

1. Children’s safety is enhanced when
they have friends their own age.

1. The friendships reduce what can be
chronic loneliness’” making kids
vulnerable to the attention of older
Tchhildren & adults who may abuse

em.

1. Children frequently need 1o learn
both how to make friends and what
good friends do together.

CA H&V Webinar - OUR Children Project - Johnson & Kennedy
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https://www.amazon.com/Social-Skills-Activities-Kids-Understanding-ebook/dp/B07PBXJ6YB/ref=sr_1_7?crid=OOF4SUWF14FF&keywords=making+friends&qid=1563819698&s=books&sprefix=making+frie%2Cstripbooks%2C150&sr=1-7#customerReviews
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wZHmsVRshwU

@®!s this a safe situation@

1. Children’s safety is enhanced when
they know how to recognize, avoid,
and when necessary, react in
unsafe, or risky situations.

1. Our children are often described as
being socially naive.

1. This trait makes them particularly
vulnerable to being lured into unsafe
face-to-face, cell phone, and online
Inferactions.

CA H&V Webinar - OUR Children Project - Johnson & Kennedy

kidpewer

Use Your Power To
Prevent and Stop Trouble

Sow b use yvur body and voke t take charge of safety

kidpewer @

Stop Bullying by Taking

32


https://www.amazon.com/Your-Power-Prevent-Stop-Trouble-ebook/dp/B01CQ8C86M/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=use+your+power+to+prevent+and+stop+trouble&qid=1563823516&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Stop-Bullying-Taking-Charge-Safety-ebook/dp/B01CQBK1BS/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?keywords=stop+bullying+by+taking+charge+of+your+safety&qid=1563823679&s=books&sr=1-1-fkmr0
https://www.amazon.com/Kidpower-Book-Caring-Adults-Self-Protection-ebook/dp/B017EDPHR6/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=kidpower+book+for+caring+adults&qid=1563823839&s=books&sr=1-1

@®!s this a safe situatione (cont.)

o Risky situations are not limited to face-
to-face interactions.

o As children mature, they spend
INnCreasing amounts of time on their

phones and the Infernet.

o Children need to know how to avoid
and what fo do when they are

“online.”

CA H&V Webinar - OUR Children Project - Johnson & Kennedy
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https://www.kidpower.org/library/article/prevent-cyberbullying/
https://www2.ed.gov/free/features/cybersecurity.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HxySrSbSY7o

® Understanding One’'s Changing
Body: e
1. Children’s safety is enhanced when

they know the names for the parts of
thelr body.

1. Safetyis also increased when
children know which parts of their
body are private + what to do if that
privacy is not respected.

Your Body

1. Children need to understand the Belongs to You
changes in their bodies and feelings
MUCH earlier than most caregivers
are prepared to talk. A childThat
does not understand is parficularly
v%lneroble to manipulation and
abuse.
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https://www.amazon.com/Said-Guide-Keeping-Private-Parts/dp/1878076493/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=I+sad+NO&qid=1563814728&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Your-Belongs-Cornelia-Maude-Spelman/dp/0807594733
https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/talk-about-puberty.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v66PVuL2oOM

® Getting Help When Needed: kidpawer

..............

1. Children’s safety is enhanced when Get Help When

You Have A Problem
Bom bemade Loy pas e sverrel e e g

they know who and how to tell an -
adult that they are scared, hurt,
afraid, i.e., that they have been
abused.

1. Kidpower, a CA based, an
International recognized, non-profit
organization established to enhance
the safety of children and adults
notes that children must practice the
skill of getting help. -

CA H&V Webinar - OUR Children Project - Johnson & Kennedy
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https://www.kidpower.org/
https://www.kidpower.org/library/article/the-power-of-positive-practice/
https://www.amazon.com/Get-Help-When-Have-Problem-ebook/dp/B01CQBK1NG/ref=sr_1_5?keywords=get+help+when+you+have+a+problem&qid=1563818405&s=books&sr=1-5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a-5mdt9YN6I&t=9s

® Getting Help When Needed: (cont.) M

xt line for people

1. Beyond caregivers and other known and ' :
trusted adults such as teachers, children ™7 #2774
can also ask for help via fechnology. @

( I'm not okay.

1. Services are available 24/7, they are .‘ J."iﬁ.i’,‘," C
free, confidential and prepared to )\ |
interact with individuals who are o
degf/hgrd Of hegring. Llﬂk...
o Crisis Text Line: #741741
e ChildHelp Hotline: 1-800-4-A-CHILD

2. Children must not only know these L i

1-800-4-A-Child

services, but also practice contacting
them.

1-800-422-4453

L| N |< The Childhelp National Child Abuse Hotline
s |

CA H&V Webinar - OUR Children Project - Johnson &
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https://www.crisistextline.org/texting-in
https://www.childhelp.org/childhelp-hotline/

What should you do if you think a child has

been abused?

@If you are ever concerned for the safety of child,
yourself, or someone else, call 1-800-4-A-CHILD -
(1-800-422-4453), or fext 1-800-422-4453 SN

@®The call is both free and confidential.

1-800-4-A-CHILD

www.childhelp.org

® The Hotline counselor will help you to

understand what you are experiencing or seelng ond
provide you with the information and support you need
to act in your local area.

CA H&V Webinar - OUR Children Project - Johnson & Kennedy 37



How should you respond if a child tells you
they have been abused?

® Accept the child’s information as true.

® Do not show shock at the information shared.
® Confirm your care for child.

@ Assure child it is not their fault.

@ Ask open ended, vs. leading questions.

CA H&V Webinar - OUR Children Project - Johnson & Kennedy 38



@® Do not make promises that you can not keep,
e.qg., that you will not tell anyone.

@® Act to insure the child is safe.

@® Call your state Child Protective Services if you
are confident that child has experienced
neglect and/or abuse.

@ Call 1-800-4-A-CHILD if you are not yet sure
what o do.

CA H&V Webinar - OUR Children Project - Johnson & Kennedy
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https://www.childwelfare.gov/organizations/?CWIGFunctionsaction=rols:main.dspList&rolType=Custom&RS_ID=5

How can you talk with others about your
child’s “People Safety?”
Doing Right

@First, determine who you will Ourkids
tfrust to have privacy with, '
and control over your
children.

o The Kidpower text enftitled
Doing Right by Our Kids uses the Circle of Trust

phrase “circle of frust” to |

denote the adults and older ;Y % ?%

children that caregivers entrust
with the lives of their children. *?
? 9 ¢

\
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https://www.kidpower.org/
https://www.amazon.com/Doing-Right-Our-Kids-Protecting-ebook/dp/B07HMPZKV9/ref=sr_1_2?crid=34YLG1JSOMEF4&keywords=doing+right+by+our+kids&qid=1563904279&s=books&sprefix=doing+right+by+ou%2Cstripbooks%2C149&sr=1-2

@10 gain enftry to your “circle of trust”, others must
accept your family rules regarding:

o Boundaries about fouch, teasing and play between
adults and children.

o Keeping “surprises” vs. “secrets’”.

o Effective, respectiul, age appropriate behavior
management strategies.

o Permission for child to call caregiver if they need help
re. their personal safety.

CA H&V Webinar - OUR Children Project - Johnson & Kennedy 4]



- Accepling yourright fo checkon T
your child, including making e
unexpected visits. e

@ During your interactions notice *™= .
any changes in who, where,
why and for how long
Individuals are with your
children.

w o =
€3 YouTube 7 Kidpower stiategle o 2 o a 8§

SRR VS Sy R R e e

@ rust your infuition and act if you
think something is wrong.
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https://www.kidpower.org/library/article/7-kidpower-strategies-for-keeping-your-child-safe/
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=7+kidpower+strategies
https://www.kidpower.org/library/videos/protecting-youth-athletes-from-sexual-abuse/

® One of the most important
individuals to talk with re. your
child’s safety is their special
education teacher or TOD.

0
o Council for oM 2
di,;&wqdkmol
Children _

+ CEC's Policy on the Prevention of and Response to
Maltreatment

. oMo 5 0 ol Ciiren s you wih ceabios e e Rt
@It is crifical that this feacher S Soona’ 2
understand and acts fo enhance R e

the safety of your child.

@ This action is supported by the
Councill for Exceptional Children
(CEC) recent policy concerning the
prevention and response to
maltreatment.

U G 3
malreatment of crddren end youh, enhancing matreaimen’ recoqnzng ayd reparting
mechansms, and incomaraing presention and ‘esponse strateges in everydy pradice

.
BIRIKERY rocton o jcopnsatious | B
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https://www.cec.sped.org/
https://www.policyinsider.org/2018/10/cecs-policy-on-the-prevention-of-and-response-to-maltreatment.html

® Most tfeachers will not know....
o how to alter their instruction to enhance the
safety of your children.
- Will be largely unaware of the high incidence of
abuse, or risk factors of their students.

@It is Therefore suggested that you share with
them a copy of, or link o this presentation.

CA H&V Webinar - OUR Children Project - Johnson & Kennedy 44



@It is also suggested that you work
with your child’s teacher to alter
their |.E.P./504 document to
INnclude objectives, strategies and
resources that specifically address
their risks for abuse.

ink...

@ This action is supported by Hands
& Voices, the Association of
College Educators — Deaf & Hard
of Hearing and all of the CEC
Divisions.

CA H&V Webinar - OUR Children Project - Johnson & Kennedy

Organizations and Divisions Supporting Educational Planning for the Safety &
Wellbeing of Children with Exceptionalities

The fallowing organizations ard Council for Fresprional Childeen (CFC) Special interet Dividons adonted the

“salety MOLON™ 0n the dates desigratec, Le., *...Support the Incusion of IFSP safety statements and IE¥ safety

objectives in the educational planning documents of children with exceptionalit ex.”

o 0¢/27/14- Hands & \oizes_“CUR Caildren Project”

+ 05/12/14 CEC/Dinision of Commuricatioe DEa3ilties & Deafnes:

o 0%/23/14~ Kidpywer “Take Charge of Your Satety”

+ 06/12/14 CECAnterdivis0ndl Caucus (1DC)

01/12/15~ Associztion of College Educators - Cezf & Hard of Hearing (ACE DHH)
« 08/11/17 CEC/Disison cf Early Chidheod (DEC)

©  0%/15/17~CEC/Disison for Culturaly and Linguistically Diverse Exceptional earners (DDEL
« 08/25/17 - CEC/Division on Autis and Deve opmental Diszbiities (CADD)

©  10/13/17 - CEC/Technclogy ard Media Division (TAM)

o 10/18/17 - CEC/Pionsers Divisor (CEC.50)

©  10/19/17 - CEC/DInsOn Gt Interratonal Special Education Services (DIES)

©  10/28/47-CEC/Disison cn Caveer Developmert and Transtion (DZ0T)

©  11/01/17 - CEC/Divison en Visual Impairmerts ard deatblindress (DVIDE)

04/25/18 - CEC/Disision for Phys e, Health and Multiple Digabi
08/15/18 = CHC/ASSO%Iztion 10" the Gifted (TAG)

(0oHMD)

11/11/17 - CEC/Courdil of Administrators of Spedal Education (CASE

hs 10C work fre makreatment] with some updates and adjusiments tothe
document 25 written due o concarns with the slignment with IDE, €04, and ESSA reguiations. I addeion, CASE
TECOMMENds 3 CASE Member be part f th 1DC WOrg/0up Or any work gr0up that Might e estatiished in the future.”

11/13/17 - CEC/Board of Directors “CEC Works to Mitgate Maltreatment”

The Council for Exceptonal Children (CEC) reccgrizes the increased fisk for maltreatment experience by ndviduals with

maltrestment sxseience can have upon an

les and the significant He-long negative impact that that

In3ndaar's heath, learnirg, ard derformance. in .an. 2014, the CEC Interdivisional Caucus Maltrexment

r colatoraton ir o-der

Workg'oup to conduct research, 2ather resources. provide profess onal develoment, and fost
he CECBoard
n response, the C:C Board of Directors

Lof the workg exto's abe

rdvidu

appointed & CEC workgroup todevelos o policy or maltrcatmy

s Maltreame up, ey Have (egues

action tolessen the o

eptionalit
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Individuakzed Educational Plans

Risk Factor #1: The student does not stand what ma

Key Question: Can the child identify posit ve, 3ge app-opriate interzctional behaviors they have with
family, friends and adu'ts in their lives?

Background Information

= Itis NOT necessary for teachers 1o define, show, o explicitly discuss maltreatment for stucent
satety to be enhanced

= Itis necessary for chilcren to know what loving, supportive family and friends do/locks lice.

Note: Malt-eatment children often thirk that what they are experiencing is normal. They often feel confused,
embarrassed and even guilty, thinking that somehcw what they are experiencing is the r fault. Perpetraters
“Rroom” their victims to teel this way.

Instructional Goal: Social Competence

= Student cen identify (c.g., draw, tell, write, or ro'e play) 3-5 positive behaviors that “< (e.g., a
parent, sitling. relatve, adult. friend, etc.) demonstrates wher. interacting with them.

suggested Resources:

Childhelp National Child Abuse Hotline ~ A Resource o all whenever you have a question about possible
child abuse or maltreatmant. This 's not a reporting hotline but a way to ciscuss any cuestions that
teachers, children and parents may have about keeping children safe.

The Chilchelp Natioral Child Abuse Hotline 1-800-3-A-CHILD (1-800-422-4353) Is Gedicated 1o the preventon
of child abuse. Serving the United States, its territories, and Canada, the hotline is staffed 24 hours a day, 7
days a week with professional crisis counselors who, through interpreters, can provide assistance in over

als to thousands of

200 languages. The hotline offers crisis intervention, information, literature, 2nd re

emergency, sodal service, and support resowrces. Al calls are confidential. click here

Books that depict positive family relationships.
1 AskMe by Bernard Waber. Ages &-7. A father and daughter walc through their neighborhocd,

brimming with questions as they explore their world. With so many things to enjoy, and 5o mzny ways
to ask—and talk—about them, it's a saapshot of an ordinary day in 3 world that's arything but. This
story is 4 heartwarming and inviting picture book with a tenderly written story. click here

~

Little Elliot Big Family by Mke Curato. Ages4-8 When Mouse heads off to a family reunion. L ttle Elliot
decdes go for a walk. As he explores cach busy strect. ke sees families in all shapes and sizes. In a city

of millions, Little Elliot feels very much zlcne-until he firds he has a family of his own! Story about
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http://www.deafed.net/Forms/Safety_Letter.pdf
http://www.deafed.net/Forms/03_22_16_Safety_Checklist_Document.pdf

Summary: What are the key concepts and
strategies that you should always keep in
mind?

® What, why and how "“People Safety” can be
added to your child’s life.

® The abuse risk factors for both children and
adults.

@ Establishing a “Circle of Trust” for your child.
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@Jirategies and resources fo engage your child
IN conversations about their safety and well
being.

® What to do, how to act and who to call if you
think a child is experiencing abuse and/or tells
you they are being abused.

® Why and how to alter your child’s |.E.P/504
document to reduce their risks for abuse.
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Final Thought

e 'Anyone who does anything to
help a child in his life Is a hero to
me. "

e Be a “hero” to your child, talk to
them about “People Safety.”
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@ Harold A Johnson, Ed.D.

o Emeriti Professor/Kent State University
o Emeritus Board Member/Hands & Voices
o 3hajohnson@gmail.com

@®Sara Kennedy

o Hands & Voices Communicator Editor
o Sara@cohandsandvoices.org

@ Second Tuesday of the Month: O.U.R. Teleconference Call,
October - June 9 am Pacific Time

@ Vook Club: Always looking for books and videos for parents
and children on these topics.

CA H&V Webinar - OUR Children Project - Johnson & Kennedy
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Appendix

@ Signs and Symptoms of Abuse or Neglect
https://www.helpguide.org/articles/abuse/child
-abuse-and-neglect.ntim

e WIll give red flags in the behavior of children
and caregivers.

Every child deserves to grow up safe, happy and
able to reach their full potential.
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https://www.helpguide.org/articles/abuse/child-abuse-and-neglect.htm

How can you recognize a child that has
experienced the frauma of malitreatment?

® Child’s Behavior:

o Shows sudden changes in behavior or school
performance.

o Has not received help for physical or medical problems
brought to the parents’ attention.

o Has learning problems (or difficulty concentrating) that
cannot be attributed 1o specific physical or
psychological causes.

CA H&V Webinar - OUR Children Project - Johnson & Kennedy
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o |s always watchful, as though preparing for
something bad o happen.

o Lacks adult supervision.
o |s overly compliant, passive, or withdrawn.

o Comes to school or other activities early, stays late,
and does not want to go home.

CA H&V Webinar - OUR Children Project - Johnson & Kennedy
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@ Caregiver's Behavior:
@®Shows little concern tor the child.

® Denies the existence of—or blames the child
for—the child’s problems in school or af
home.

@ Asks teachers or other caregivers to use
harsh physical discipline if the child
misbehaves.

CA H&V Webinar - OUR Children Project - Johnson & Kennedy
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o Sees the child as entirely bad, worthless, or
burdensome.

- Demands a level of physical or academic
performance the child cannot achieve.

o Looks primarily to the child for care, attention, and
safisfaction of emotional needs

CA H&V Webinar - OUR Children Project - Johnson & Kennedy
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@ Caregiver & Child Behaviors:
o Rarely touch or look at each other.

o Consider their relationship entirely negative.

o State that they do not like each other.

Note: a more comprehensive list of the warning
signs of child abuse and neglect can be found
by “clicking”

CA H&V Webinar - OUR Children Project - Johnson & Kennedy
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