
What is Auditory/Oral Education? 

The Auditory/Oral (A/O) approach teaches infants and young children 
to use hearing and speech to develop spoken language for communication 
and learning. Children typically attend a pre-school or early elementary 
program taught by teachers and therapists with A/O and child develop-
ment training and experience. Signs are not used in the A/O approach; 
however, natural gestures that are used in typical conversation are includ-
ed. 

What issues are at the forefront of Auditory/Oral Education?

The goal with A/O is for children to enter the mainstream after they have 
time to strengthen their language, social and cognitive development in an 
A/O program. Given the importance of working with A/O qualified edu-
cators and therapists, families are encouraged to inquire about professional 
training and experience.

What should every parent or professional know about 
Auditory/Oral Education?

Auditory/Oral education can be used with most children, regardless of 
whether that child’s hearing loss is in the mild through profound range. 
Families who choose A/O commit to helping children use their hearing 
and speech for language and communication. Professionals work closely 
with families to help them use hearing aids, cochlear implants, FM systems 
or whatever hearing technology is appropriate for the child. 
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Where else can I find information about Auditory/Oral Education?
Alexander Graham Bell Association for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
www.agbell.org 
202-337-5220

Oral Deaf Education 
www.oraldeafed.org
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Communication Considerations A to Z™ is a series from Hands & Voices that’s designed to help families and the profes-
sionals working with them access information and further resources to assist them in raising and educating children 
who are deaf or hard of hearing.  We’ve recruited some of the best in the business to share their insights on the many 
diverse considerations that play into communication modes & methods, and so many other variables that are part of 
informed decision making.  We hope you find the time to read them all!


